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The Rules of Tajweed
L Jody pe Dlatly Bl b A2
¢ Our aim in these notes is to present a summary of the rules of tajweed. Since our
goal here is to make it as simple as possible for the beginners, we have presented only
the significant and important rules. Those who have experience should consult more
rigorous books on this subject.

e We have to mention that this subject “Tajweed” is compulsory for all muslims.
ALLAH said in Surah Muzzammil, Aayat 4, “)L}’ J';' f,‘iji“ J:f‘j 3. That is “And, recite
the Qur’an with Tarteel.”

Hadhrat Zaid Bin Thaabit (R.A.) said: “Verily, ALLAH loves that the Qur’an be

recited in the style in which it was revealed.”

Definitions
¢ The nosal tone (Ub It is a soft voice which comes from the nose appears when
pronouncing certain letters. The duration of the nosal tone is two motions (ugb/J>)

¢ The motion (5~ }b It is the time spent when you hold OR open your finger.



Rule 1: ¢ and ( with Shadda
e Definition: The existence of a shadda on the letter E or .
e Rule: The nosal tone (Ub should be heard in both cases.

¢ Examples: “;‘." ‘J:Jli ‘Jl?Ji ‘R':J»i ‘;I«i‘i.



Rule 2: ¢ with Sukun

We have to notice the letter which follows the é with sukun. There are three cases:

CASE 1: MERGING (rlé::li)

Definition: The existence of another letter ¢ after the ‘;
Rule: Both ‘: and the following ¢ should be pronounced as one ‘; with shadda. The

nosal tone (Ub should be heard in this case.

Examples: . éi (pronounced as «;‘; with nosal tone) ¢ e “‘( oy ) 0 ‘S.o

CASE 2: HIDING (;L‘u‘:ﬁ)

Definition: The existence of the letter o after the é
Rule: Both ¢ and o should be pronounced but without closing the lips completely

when pronouncing the IS They are closed only when reaching the . The nosal tone

CUb should be heard in this case also.

Examples: Ai‘l: il ‘pra (<,l; ‘;)i.} ‘,(‘5 &.3,3
CASE 3: APPEARENCE (J\;L:Ji)

Definition: The existence of the rest of the letters after the é

Rule: Both ¢ and the following letter should appear and be pronounced normally.

The nosal tone (L.Jb should NOT be heard in this case.

Examples: <} & ".Q::J S "‘(’5 ) 985 é.(LJ



Rule 3:  with Sukun and Tanween
Tanween (definition): It is a convention that applies to the double damma, double
fat’ha, or double kassra that appears on the last letter of some words.

Examples: ‘h(» s> ¢ “.\.(,

. . . . . - s
In fact tanween is considered as ) because it is pronounced as a ¢ with sukun. LX>

is pronounced as }a K>

We have to notice the letter which follows the {j with sukun and tanween. There are

four cases:

CASE 1: APPEARENCE ( Jl.fo:ﬂ)

Definition: The existence of any of the following six letters after the ¢ or tanween:

t ¢ C ¢ 'C ¢ C Caé g
Rule: The ¢y or tanween should be pronounced normally. The nosal tone (<) should

NOT be heard in this case.

Examples: 1; 42¢ WWdo ¢ el Pale 60y atmdT 6 ")ﬁi&"‘ﬁi ).
J9RE ey g R 8 T TU e 5 5

CASE 2: CONVERSION (569D

Definition: The existence of the letter » after the & or tanween.

Rule: The Jor tanween should be converted into a ‘; In this case the rule of ‘; (Rule2,

Case 2) should be applied here.

Examples:  aa3 Yo (first convert to Aag ‘( and then apply Rule 2, Case 2)

Dot oy ale el o ¢ K ol



CASE 3: MERGING (fli::ﬂ)

Definition: The existence of any of the following six letters after the :, or tanween:
SR A RNAK T

These letters are combined in one word (y eke .

Rule: Both § (or tanween) and the following letter should be pronounced as one letter
with shadda. The nosal tone (L.Ji) should be heard for only four letters out of the
six. These four letters are combined in the word ¢ey. The nosal tone should NOT
appear for the remaining two letters | ¢/J.

Examples: J¢8 i (pronounced as ogise With nosal tone) ¢dg ne j o

@ O (pronounced as o without nosal tone) ¢ (niiall %aa.

CasE 4: Hiping (=YD

Definition: The existence of the rest of the letters after the  or tanween.

Rule: The :, or tanween should be pronounced midway between the appearance
C Jl;b;}b and merging (f\;:;ﬁ) The nosal tone (<f) should be heard in this case.
You are to extend the letter before the ¢ during the nosal tone period. Your mouth
should be changed to take the shape of the next letter during this period. The ¢ is

hidden in this time period.

Examples: ajad g:)‘:\‘v ‘\:c.j’ \13'9' “;; c\?j ‘as “55\-“ 15 K {Jv‘*; :)i



Rule 4: Strong and Soft Letters (35043 ﬁ’uﬂi A )

A strong letter (definition): It is a letter that should be magnified and made strong

or thick when pronounced.

A soft letter (definition): It is a letter that should be softened and made fine or thin

when pronounced.

The arabic letters are classified into four categories:
CASE 1: STRONG LETTERS G)L:;..:J‘ ,i (:’uj‘ Oy >)

Definition: The existence of any of the following letters
L‘é“"‘é‘d."d"t

These letters are combined in three words 125 lexs> g

Rule: These letters are always strong. They should be magnified when pronounced.

If you circle your lips when pronouncing them, it will help.
Examples: &7k ‘C\:..L:ﬁ “,;;.,.'4:.{5 ‘Ofoa;' ‘()3.\,’4;. W] ‘Cﬂ.dl;.
CASE 2: SOFT LETTERS (JE. Y Ji 35 Oy 2)

Definition: The existence of any of the rest letters except for -

Rule: These letters are always soft. They should be made fine or thin when pro-

nounced. If you flatten your lips when pronouncing them, it will help.
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CaSE 3: THE MaJEsTIC J (O3 r\b

¢ Definition: The existence of the majestic {J, i.e., the word éﬁ or ‘.‘iﬁ
e Rule:

1) It should be magnified when it comes after fat’ha or damma.

e Examples: Q1 é..k‘g i é.\o

2) It should be softened when it comes after kasra.

e Examples: ‘.:U‘ J;' ‘Ai“ —

CASE 4: THE LETTER 3

Definition: The existence of the letter | .
e Rule: It is sometimes pronounced as a strong letter and sometimes pronounced as a
soft one.
1) If it has a fat’ha or a damma on it = Magnify (strong letter), (“.\.»j)
2) If it has a kasra on it = Soften (soft letter), (uyJ’l:Jb
3) If it has a sukun after a fat’ha or a damma => Magnify (strong letter), ({) o8 55
4) If it has a sukun after a kasra = Soften (soft letter), (0,&2)
5) If it has a sukun after a hamzt wasl = Magnify (strong letter), (‘5\;3'5‘ go)
6) If it has a sukun after a kasra and before a high letter = Magnify (strong letter).
e Rule no. 6 is an exception of rule 4 and there are only five cases in whole Quran that

correspond to this rule:

ol 150ose I3M53) ¢ T35 « o35



Rule 5: The Shaking Letters (i Oy )
e Definition: The existence of any of the following letters with sukun
i ebed
These letters are combined in two words A Jas.

o Rule: These letters should be shaken or rebounded when pronounced.

e Examples: é{}i ‘L,; B SAY ‘éjﬂi ‘33‘3»‘.



Rule 6: The Whispering Letters (u..;li Ay )

¢ Definition: The existence of any of the following letters with sukun

O“’J‘d‘."“)‘d."t‘dé"‘é’ ‘C
These letters are combined in three words . K. u"" o>,

e Rule: The breath should run along with these letters when pronouncing them.

e Examples: J.;i ‘c‘;..?:\{ ¢ Ak,



Rule 7: Merging Similar Letters (U3 Ay }i (\:"P
e Definition: The existence of two subsequent and similar letters. The first one should
have a sukun.
e Rule: Both letters should be pronounced as one letter with shadda.
e Examples:
1) @3 .;; = pronounced as @;!
2) NJu‘ 9&4 = pronounced as ‘..,.)l’&
3) 3 dul = pronounced as &l kb,
4) g;)b" Ad) = pronounced as Ql“'&‘ Notice that 3 should not be shaken here.

5) & lL & 33 = pronounced as wlb:,

6) Gas oS5} = pronounced as \:.-.i’j!

- L4

‘.J J# = pronounced as ‘.d&

8) Sj J; = pronounced as éj"'

2e . H
9) ‘S{J’Ag‘ = pronounced as ‘f)’:\:«.

2 -

10) ‘ﬁﬂ’i = pronounced as fl‘
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Rule 8: Extension (f\:li)

Definition: The appearance of a hamza, shadda, or sukun, after any of the three madd
letters.
Definition: The madd letters:

1) The “§” which is preceded by a fatha.

2) The “ ¢ ” which is preceded by a damma.

3) The “ (¢” which is preceded by a kasra.
Rule: Extend or lengthen the sound of the madd letters by a duration of two, four,
or six motions (c_‘;@»), depending on the different cases.
Although there are many cases for madd, we give here five cases only. The rest are in

fact consistent with the natural extension (two motions), i.e., normal reading.

| et s
CASE 1: CONNECTED NECESSARY EXTENSION (13l J.;.'::H iy}

Definition: The appearance of a hamza after any of the three madd letters in the same
word.

Rule: Extend or lengthen the sound of the madd letters by a duration of four motions
(O€J> & j)-

- £ o .
Examples: Catter a1

i 2%
CASE 2: SEPARATED OPTIONAL EXTENSION (531 J.a.n:.u k)

Definition: The appearance of any of the three madd letters at the end of a word

followed by a hamza at the beginning of next word.
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Rule: Extend or lengthen the sound of the madd letters by a duration of two (as in

natural extension) or four motions (Q€J, & Ji 3‘ g ).

Examples: J_;.s‘j..! A d] IC! ‘d-lf)‘ \;j 5.

3

-

CASE 3: COMPULSORY EXTENSION (‘. U

ith

Definition: The appearance of a shadda or sukun after any of the three madd letters

in the same word.

Rule: Extend or lengthen the sound of the madd letters by a duration of six motions

Examples: Lollal! ‘Z;ui ‘Z?ui “Jﬁé “;L‘S.

pJ PR | -
CASE 4: STOPPING SUKUN EXTENSION (Q,ﬁ.’..q UI’JL'J\ k)]

Definition: The appearance of any of the three madd letters before the last letter of

a stopping word (a word that you stop on it so that its last letter has a sukun).

Rule: Extend or lengthen the sound of the madd letters by a duration of two, four,

or six motions.

Examples: “‘\!‘ J;‘:\E (L &5 ¢ 96 “:l;“.‘._":‘ 3.:;.
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CASE 5: LETTERS EXTENSION (3 A1 %

e We have to notice the existence of the letters at the beginning of some Surahs. There

are two situations.

First situation:

¢ Definition: The existence of any of the following eight letters at the beginning of some

Surahs
rio I
These letters are combined in two words oA ‘SL...L
e Rule: Extend or lengthen the sound of the madd letters, which appears when pro-
nouncing any of the above letters, by a duration of six motions.
* Examples: @> ¢ ‘3 ¢ gansgs ¢ ‘;\Jo ¢ ‘]\

Notice the letters ¢‘o ‘3¢ ye ‘t ‘8 ‘Cloe ¢J in the above example.

second situation:

e Definition: The existence of any of the following six letters at the beginning of some
Surahs
Seadib g
These letters are combined in two words jQ\L g

e Rule: Extend or lengthen the sound of the madd letters, which appears when pro-
nouncing any of the above letters, by a duration of two motions (natural extension).

o Examples: a> ¢ gansf ¢ “\.la ¢ 3[

Notice the letters » ¢ ¢ ¢ & ‘% ¢} in the above example.
¢
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